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INTERNATIONAL PINK SHIRT DAY
STORY
In 2007 David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage friends organized a high-school protest to wear
pink in sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who was being bullied for wearing a pink shirt.They took a stand
against bullying when they protested against the harassment of a new Grade 9 student by distributing
pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. ‘I learned that two people can come up with an idea, run with
it, and it can do wonders,’ says Mr. Price, 17, who organized the pink protest. ‘Finally, someone stood up
for a weaker kid.’ So Mr. Shepherd and some other headed off to a discount store and bought 50 pink
tank tops. They sent out message to schoolmates that night, and the next morning they hauled the shirts
to school in a plastic bag. As they stood in the foyer handing out the shirts, the bullied boy walked in. His
face spoke volumes. ‘It looked like a huge weight was lifted off his shoulders,’ Mr. Price recalled. The
bullies were never heard from again.
Anti-Bullying Day is a day when people wear mainly a pink shirt to symbolise a stand against bullying, an
idea that originated in Canada. It is celebrated on various dates around the world. In 2012, the United
Nations declared the official day to be May 4, but some countries prefer to celebrate it on 28/29
February, which was recognised by many countries worldwide, including Australia, New Zealand, France,
Lebanon, the United Kingdom and the United States.
PURPOSE
Anti-Bullying Day was instituted to prevent further bullying. The United States Department of Justice
showed that one out of four kids will be bullied during their adolescence.[8] Most of the time it
continues after the first incident; statistics show that 71 percent of students that are bullied, continue to
be bullied, making it a problem with no end. According to the Yale School of Medicine, a study in 2010
discovered a connection between being bullied and suicide. The term to describe this is "bullycide"
where someone who is bullied commits suicide as a result.[citation needed]

ACTIVITIES
Anti-Bullying Day activities can take place at schools, workplaces, or any peer group location. They may
include "abolishing bullying" rallies, information and networking booths to help the community in
understanding the evils of bullying, and publicizing anti-discrimination organizations.
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