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THE RIGHT TO RELIGIOUS EQUALITY UNDER THE GREEK LAW 
 
1. In generally, the general principle of equality, in accordance with the teachings of 
the Greek Constitutional law, derives directly from the equally important concepts 
of freedom and democracy, which constitute the common foundation of any 
modern and democratic rule of law.  
 
2. The constitutional protection of religious equality Pursuant to Article 13 § 1 
subparagraph (b) of the Greek Constitution : "The enjoyment of individual and 
political rights does not depend on the individuals' religious beliefs". 

• Religious equality exists in a society whose members enjoy various individual, 
political, civil, tax or other rights under the relevant law, irrespective of their 
religious beliefs or inclusion in a particular religious community.  

RELIGIOUS  EQUALITY IN GREEK SCHOOLS 

MINORITY EDUCATION IN GREECE 

Articles 40,41,45  of the Lausanne  

Treaty clearly define the Turkish Muslim  

Minority’s educational rights 

Secondary Education  

After their primary education, the minority pupils can choose to go either to the 
minority secondary and high schools, Celal Bayar in Komotini and Muzaffer Salihoğlu 
in Xanthi, or to the Greek secondary and high schools or to the two Koranic schools. 
…………….. 

 

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOXY 

THE OFFICIAL  RELIGION  IN  GREECE 

The Dogmatic Tradition of the Orthodox Church 
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• Orthodoxy, a way of life, is known for its experiential approach to faith and doctrine. 
Rooted in the Bible, its faith and doctrine is enriched by the living commentaries of 
the lives of the saints of the past and the present.  

• The Holy Bible (or Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments) is the most authoritative 
part of the Sacred Tradition of the Church.  

2) The Fathers of the Church 

• The Holy Bible, and more specifically the New Testament, does not contain all the 
doctrine and teachings of Christ.  

• The term Fathers, as we understand it, refers to great people of faith and sanctity of 
life, great teachers of Christ's truth,  supporters of the Church and combatants of 
the enemies of Christian faith and truth.  

3) The  Major  Councils 

• The doctrine of the Church was best established through its so called "Ecumenical," 
that is "universal," or "imperial" councils.  

The Symbol of Faith – I believe in one God 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten of the 
Father before all ages. ………………….. 

The Divine Liturgy 

The Orthodox Church is known for its rich liturgical tradition. The Orthodox liturgy is 
characterized by its poetry, biblical roots, and its dogmatical accuracy.  

Fasting in the Orthodox Church is usually considered abstaining from certain foods 
during specific days or periods. However, fasting means more than simply abstaining 
from foods.  

It is the Orthodox Tradition to fast from food products that contain blood. So, we 
fast from meat, fish, dairy products, oil, and wine.  

https://www.goarch.org/-/orthodox-worship
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church
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The Meteora Monasteries 

“The first monks of Meteora arrived back in the 14th century establishing an entire 
monastic community on top of giant cliffs. They chose to do this not because it was 
easy but because it was hard, almost impossible. And they succeeded.  

Mount Athos is a mountain and peninsula in northeastern Greece and an important 
centre of Eastern Orthodox monasticism. It is governed as an autonomous polity 
within the Greek Republic. Mount Athos is home to 20 male monasteries under the 
direct jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. Women are not 
allowed.  

Byzantine art refers to the body of Christian Greek artistic products of the Eastern 
Roman (Byzantine) Empire.  

 

• Orthodox Easter is one of the greatest celebrations in Greece. Greeks follow the 
Holy Week rites in commemoration of the Passion of Christ and celebrate His 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

• During the Holy Week there is a mourning atmosphere for the coming crucifixion 
and burial of Jesus Christ. On Maundy Thursday, Greek home ovens get very busy 
as traditional tsoureki (a type of fragrant Easter brioche) is baked, along with 
lamprokouloura (Easter cookies). Eggs are immersed in red dye – the red colour 
symbolising the joy for Nature’s rebirth and the spiritual regeneration that comes 
with the Resurrection of Jesus.  

• On Good Friday in churches Epitaphios (a wooden canopied bier representing the 
tomb of Christ) is covered with flowers of various colors.  

• On Holy Saturday morning, preparations start for the festive dinner that is served 
after the Resurrection Midnight Mass. Mageiritsa soup is a traditional dish 
prepared in most Greek houses (made with chopped offal and herbs).  

• Before midnight, people gather in church holding candles, which they light with the 
“Holy Light” offered by the priest. The Resurrection of Christ is celebrated at  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monasticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_autonomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monasteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical_Patriarchate_of_Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
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Midnight with fireworks lighting the skies as the church bells peal out and the 
hymn ‘Christos Anesti’ (Christ is Risen) is chanted by everybody.  

• Then people return home to gather round the festive table; they each hold a red 
egg and crack it with the person next to them exclaiming at the same time Christos 
Anesti. The winner is the one whose egg has remained intact!  

• On Easter Sunday morning, in many parts of the country lamb is cooked over 
charcoal. The atmosphere is festive and people listen and dance to folk music! So, 
if you’re invited to join a Greek Easter table, don’t miss this experience for anything 
in the world.  

Celebrating Christmas in Greece 

• Christmas is one of the most celebrated, if not the most celebrated holiday of the 
year. Christmas in Greece is a very religious holiday. Everyone in Greece is fully 
aware of the beliefs and the story of Christ. 
On Christmas Eve, children, often go out singing 'kalanda' (carols) in the streets. 
They play drums and triangles as they sing. Sometimes they will also carry model 
boats decorated with nuts which are painted gold. Carrying a boat is a very old 
custom in the Greek Islands. If the children sing well, they might be given money, 
as well things to eat like nuts, sweets and dried figs.  

• The main Christmas meal is often lamb or pork, roasted in an oven. Other 
Christmas and new year foods include 'Baklava' (a sweet pastry made of filo pastry 
filled with chopped nuts and sweetened with syrup or honey) and Kataifi (a pastry 
made from a special form of shredded filo dough and flavored with nuts and 
cinnamon).The pastries are either eaten for breakfast or as starters. Another 
popular Christmas dessert are melomakarono and kourampie.  

• Drama has become known during Christmas time because of Oneiroupoli, the city 
of dreams. Oneiroupoli is a place where happenings and concerts take place. 
Everything starts at the beginning of December and last a month. On Eleftheria 
square you will find many wooden houses, the house of Santa, the house of fairy 
tales, the Elves studio and the house of eco-adventure that spread smiles to 
children’s faces. You can take part to all activities regardless your age.   

So, kala Christougenna or Merry Christmas to everyone!!!!! 


